BRIEF HISTORY OF PINOT BLANC

Pinot blanc, like Pinot gris, is a genetic
mutation of Pinot noir that has been
cultivated throughout Northern Europe for
centuries. Pinot blanc is planted widely in
Alsace, as well as northern Italy (as Pinot
bianco), and Germany (as Weissburgunder),
and in smaller amounts in pockets of
Burgundy and Eastern Europe. Pinot blanc
was first planted in Oregon in 1967, but
although it is perfectly suited to our climate,
surprisingly there are still only 300 acres in
production here. It was originally planted at
Bethel Heights in 1992 and has long been a
favorite of the Bethel Heights family.

THE 2024 VINTAGE

Bethel Heights 40th Vintage
1984 - 2024

In many ways, wine growing is about timing
and the weather: what was the weather like at
bud burst, bloom, and harvest? Better than
ideal was the answer for all those questions in
2024. We had a slow, steady growing season
with only a handful of high temperature
episodes through the summer. September
brought cooler days and cold evenings,
allowing us to steadily pick grapes at a
reasonable pace and without any threat of
inclement weather. Most of the wines are still
resting in barrels, so this journey is far from
over, but so far the 2024 vintage has been
good news all around.

Ben Casteel, March 2024
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2024 PINOT BLANC
EOLA-AMITY HILLS

2024 PINOT BLANC ¢ ESTATE GROWN

Certified Organically Grown and LIVE

Harvest date: October 5, 2024
Grapes at hatvest: Brix 22.1, pH 2.99, TA 7.7 gt/liter
Finished wine: Alcohol 13.0 %, pH 3.1, TA 7.3 gt/liter
Barrel aged 4 months in neutral French oak and
stainless steel drums, no new barrels

No residual sugar
Bottled unfined April 7, 2025

150 cases produced

VINIFICATION: The fruit was whole cluster pressed
and settled 72 hours prior to racking into a jacketed,
stainless steel fermentation tank. Fermentation was
cool, never exceeding 58° F and lasted for one month.
The new wine was then racked to four 228L neutral
barrels and two stainless steel drums for aging on lees.
After 4 months the wine was racked and bottled
without malolactic fermentation.

WINEMAKER NOTES: Our scant one acre of Pinot
blanc planted own-rooted in 1992 was joined in 2024
by an acre of Pinot blanc we grafted at our Justice
Vineyard, giving as a new, healthy source of grapes as
the original vines decline. The effusive tropical and
stone fruit tones from the original Bethel Heights
vineyard are now joined by cooler, mineral and slate
tones from the Justice fruit, marking 2024 a new era of

Pinot blanc for us.
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